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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  of  HEALTH 

tor  tSie 

BOROUGH  of  HUNTINGDON  and  GODMANCHESTER 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1966 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1966. 

Vital  Statistics 

Population.  For  the  second  successive  year  more  than  1,000 
persons  were  added  to  the  population  of  the  town  during  the  past 
twelve  months.  The  figure  has  risen  from  9,000  in  1961  when  the 
old  Boroughs  of  Huntingdon  and  Godmanchester  amalgamated 
to  almost  ^14,000  this  year.  The  town  expansion  scheme  will 
continue  for  several  years  when  the  population  of  the  town  is 
expected  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  21,000. 

Birth  Rate.  A decrease  in  the  birth  rate  is  noted  as  compared 
with  last  year,  but  the  rate  is  still  considerably  in  advance  of  the 
figure  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  361  births  were  credited 
to  the  Borough  during  1966  — virtually  one  birth  per  day. 

Death  Rate.  The  crude  death  rate  shows  a slight  rise  of  1 
per  1,000  population  as  compared  with  last  year  and  similarly 
the  corrected  death  rate  is  up  by  almost  3 per  1,000  population. 
This  rise  is  attributable  to  some  extent  to  the  fact  that  there  was 
an  alteration  in  the  comparability  factor  which  is  used  to  com- 
pare the  birth  and  death  rates  of  one  town  with  another.  The 
death  rate  now  stands  at  a level  slightly  in  excess  of  the  national 
average. 

Infant  Mortality.  Seven  infants  died  during  the  year  before 
reaching  the  age  of  12  months  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of 
19.4.  This  figure  is  up  compared  with  last  year  and  is  now  just 
above  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 

Infectious  Disease.  The  incidence  of  Notifiable  Infectious 
Disease  was  almost  identical  to  that  of  the  previous  year  and 
once  again  measles  was  the  most  prevalent  condition.  An  out- 
break of  this  condition  began  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  and 
was  increasing  steadily  when  the  year  came  to  an  end. 

Sonne  dysentery  was  also  fairly  common  in  the  same  period 
and  seemed  to  be  most  prevalent  among  the  school  children  in 
the  population.  Every  effort  was  made  to  find  the  cause  of  the 
infection  but  no  common  source  was  detected. 
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Social  Conditions 

Main  Drainage.  Extension  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
are  urgently  required  and  various  schemes  have  been  proposed 
but  complications  have  arisen  owing  to  the  unknown  needs  of 
a large  factory  premises  which  closed  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  and  the  indefinite  requirements  of  the  various  proposed 
developments  on  Hinchingbrook  estate. 

Town  Expansion.  The  full  weight  of  the  problems  of  Town 
Expansion  are  now  being  felt.  The  Council  are  improving  the 
playing  field  accommodation  in  various  parts  of  the  town  and 
the  open  air  swimming  pool  commenced  its  first  season  during 
the  year.  There  is  still,  however,  a great  need  for  other  social 
amenities  in  the  new  development  area  such  as  community 
meeting  places. 

Hospital  Facilities.  For  some  years  now  the  District  Councils 
within  the  catchment  area  of  the  Huntingdon  County  Hospital 
have  been  increasingly  concerned  by  the  inadequate  facilities, 
especially  in-patient  accommodation  at  the  Hospital  and  also 
at  the  Primrose  Lane  Maternity  Unit. 

It  is  a pleasing  feature  to  learn  that  14  additional  beds  are 
to  be  provided  at  Primrose  Lane  making  a total  of  24,  thus  making 
it  possible  for  suitable  cases  to  have  a longer  stay  in  hospital. 

As  regards  the  Huntingdon  County  Hospital,  however, 
further  meetings  of  representatives  of  District  Councils  and  the 
County  Council  with  those  of  the  East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital 
Board  are  to  be  held  at  an  early  date  with  a view  to  improving 
the  facilities  and  accommodation  at  the  hospital  to  cope  with  the 
needs  of  the  rapidly  increasing  population  of  the  area. 

Food  Hygiene.  The  high  standard  of  food  hygiene  has  been 
maintained  during  the  year  due  to  regular  routine  inspections. 
The  Public  Health  Department  has  been  able  to  devote  some  time 
for  lecturing  to  various  organisations  on  food  hygiene  and  it  is 
hoped  that  this  will  help  to  maintain  the  desired  standards. 

Trade  refuse  from  food  premises  has  been  extended  to  a 
minimum  of  two  collections  per  week,  but  it  is  necessary  to 
increase  this  further  to  at  least  three  per  week. 

Slum  Clearance.  Attention  has  been  given  to  the  inspection 
and  clearance  of  unfit  property  in  the  district.  The  majority  of 
houses  included  in  clearance  areas  are  occupied  by  rather 
elderly  citizens  who  have  special  housing  needs  and  this  has 
limited  the  number  of  properties  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

In  conclusion  I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  all 
members  of  the  department’s  staff  for  the  assistance  they  have 
given  me  and  for  all  the  work  they  have  done  during  the  year. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  CALDWELL. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1966 


Area  ...  ...  • • • • • • • • • 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ) 

Rateable  value  of  the  district  , at  31/3/67 
Value  of  penny  rate  ) 

Estimated  population  (mid  1965) 

Estimated  population  (mid  1966) 


7,107  acres 

4,615 

£673,571 

£2,647 

12,770 

13,830 


Live  Births 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Totals 


Male 

Female 

Total 

186 

143 

329 

12 

20 

32 

198 

163 

361 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 26.1 

Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (.79)...  20.6 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  (England  and  Wales)  17.7 

Still  Births  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  1 4 5 

Illegitimate  — — — 

Totals  ...  1 4 5 


Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  ...  13.7 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

(England  and  Wales)  ...  ...  ...  ...  15.4 

Deaths  Male  Female  Total 

81  82  163 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 11.8 

Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.03)  12.1 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (England 
and  Wales  H-7 

Infant  Mortality— Death  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 
Legitimate  2 4 6 

Illegitimate  1 — 1 


Totals 


Infant  mortality  rate  (Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 

per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  19.4 

Infant  mortality  rate  (England  and  Wales) 19.0 
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Table  classifying  deaths  under  age  groups 


Age 

Under  4 weeks  ... 

Male 

2 

Female 

3 

Total 

5 

4 weeks  and  under  1 year  ... 

1 

1 

2 

1 and  under  5 years  ... 

• . • 

1 

— 

1 

5 and  under  15  years... 

— 

— 

— 

15  and  under  25  years 

— 

2 

2 

25  and  under  35  years 

1 

2 

3 

35  and  under  45  years 

3 

2 

5 

45  and  under  55  years 

2 

5 

7 

55  and  under  65  years 

12 

7 

19 

65  and  under  75  years 

21 

12 

33 

75  years  and  over 

. . . 

38 

48 

86 

Totals 

81 

82 

163 

The  following  table  indicates  the  trend  in 

population,  birth 

and  death  rates  for  the  Borough 

over  the  past  five  years 

; — 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

Population  

9,800 

10,700 

11,480 

12,770 

13,830 

Live  Births 

Total  Live  Births 

258 

298 

305 

344 

361 

Crude  birth  rate 

26.3 

27.9 

26.6 

26.9 

26.1 

Area  comparability  factor 

.96 

.95 

.84 

.81 

.79 

Corrected  birth  rate  ... 

25.3 

26.5 

22.3 

21.8 

20.6 

Birth  rate  (England  and 
Wales)  

18.0 

18.2 

18.4 

18.1 

17.7 

Deaths 

Total  deaths  

117 

130 

142 

138 

163 

Crude  death  rate 

11.9 

12.1 

12.4 

10.8 

11.8 

Area  comparability  factor 

.77 

.69 

.92 

.85 

1.03 

Corrected  death  rate  ... 

9.2 

8.4 

11.4 

9.2 

12.1 

Death  rate  (England  and 
Wales)  

11.9 

12.2 

11.3 

11.5 

11.7 
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Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  during  1966 

Total  cases  notified 


Scarlet  fever  2 

Whooping  cough  

Diphtheria  — 

Measles  166 

Acute  pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  8 

Puerperal  pyrexia  2 

Typhoid  fever  — 

Paratyphoid  fever  

Erysipelas  2 

Acute  poliomyelitis  ...  — 

Infective  hepatitis  — 

Food  poisoning 3 

Dysentery  ...  ...  17 


Total  ...  200 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


(Registrar  General’s  List) 


List  No. 

Causes 

Male 

Female 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

3 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

5 

2 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

3 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

3 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

7 

9 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

o 

3 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system... 

8 

12 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

19 

7 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

10 

1 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

8 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

5 

9 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia  ...  

6 

5 

24. 

Bronchitis  

4 

1 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

1 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

2 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  

1 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

5 

11 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

2 

1 

35. 

Suicide  

— 

1 

Total  all  causes  ...  81  82 
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Tuberculosis 


Total  number  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1966 — 59 
Pulmonary — 49  Non-pulmonary — 10 


Age 

Period 


New  Cases — Diagnosed 
Respiratory  Non-Res. 

M F M F 


New  Cases — Transfers 
Respiratory  Non-Res. 


M 


Totals  ... 


M 


1 

5 

10  

15  

20  

25  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

35  

45  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

55  

65  and  upwards  ... 

— 

— 

— 

' 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 — — 


No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1952,  in  connection  with 
persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade, 
or  section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  deals  with 
the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  following  Laboratory  facilities  have  been  available  to  the 
Authority  and  to  General  Practitioners  in  the  area  : — 

Public  Health  Laboratory,  Tennis  Court  Road,  Cambridge 
(Tel  : Cambridge  55526). 

Public  Analyst  (S.  Greenburgh,  Ph.D.,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.),  Tennison 
Road,  Cambridge  (Tel  : Cambridge  2097). 

(b)  Ambulance  Service 

Ambulances  administered  by  the  County  Ambulance  Service 
operating  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Fire  Service  have  been 
available  on  doctor’s  orders.  (Tel  : Huntingdon  3348) 

(c)  Home  Nursing 

Nurse /Mid  wives  employed  and  supervised  by  the  Huntingdon 
and  Peterborough  County  Council  carried  out  home  nursing  and 
attended  maternity  cases  within  the  Borough. 

(d)  Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres 

(i)  The  following  Health  Services  were  provided  by  the 
Huntingdon  and  Peterborough  County  Council  : — 
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Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Minor 

Ailments 

Schoolchildren 

Every  Monday 
9.30—10.30  a.m. 

Health  Clinic, 
Nursery  Road, 
Huntingdon. 

Infant 

Welfare 

Children 
(0 — 5 years) 

Every  Tuesday  and 
Thursday  2—4  p.m. 

2nd  & 4th  Wednesday 
in  month  2 — 4 p.m. 

ditto 

Old  Comrades 
Club, 

St.  Annes  Lane, 
Godmanchester 

Dental 

Pre-school  and 
Schoolchildren, 
Pre-natal  and 
Nursing  mothers 

Every  Tuesday  9 12 

noon,  1.30 — 4.30  p.m. 
Every  Saturday 

9 — 12  noon. 

Plealth  Clinic, 
Nursery  Road, 
Huntingdon. 

(ii) 

The  following  Health  Services  were  provided  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  : — 

Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Chest 

All  ages 

Every  Thursday 

10 — 12  noon. 

County  H’pital, 
Huntingdon. 

Venereal 

Disease 

All  cases 

Males 

Females  and 
Children 

Tuesday  3 — 6.30  p.m. 
Thursday  4 — 6.30  p.m. 

Monday  4.30 — 6.30  p.m 
Tuesday  5.30 — 7 p.m. 
Tuesday  10.30 — 

12.30  p.m. 
Thursday  4.30 — 

6.30  p.m. 

Addenbrookes 

Hospital, 

Cambridge. 

. Out-Patients 
Department, 
Memorial 
Hospital, 
Peterborough. 

Orthopaedic  Pre-school  and 

Schoolchildren 

Every  Tuesday 

10 — 12  noon. 
(Surgeons  by 
appointment). 

Health  Clinic, 
Nursery  Road, 
Huntingdon. 

(iii)  The  following  service  is  provided  under  the  Supple- 
mentary Ophthalmic  Scheme  of  the  National  Health 

Service  : — 

Clinic  Patients  seen  When  held 

Ophthalmic  Pre-school  and  1st  & 3rd  Friday  in 
Schoolchildren  month  10 — 12  noon, 

2 — 3 p.m. 

(by  appointment  except 
in  emergency). 

Medical,  Surgical,  Orthopaedic,  Paediatric,  Skin,  Obstetrical, 
Gynaecological,  and  Dental  out-patients  clinics  are  held  at  the 
County  Hospital,  Pluntingdon  and  Addenbrookcs  Hospital,  Cam- 
bridge, to  which  General  Practitioners  can  refer  their  patients  foi 
specialist  investigation. 


Where  held 

Health  Clinic, 
Nursery  Road, 
Huntingdon. 
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(e)  Hospital  Services 

Fever.  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  requiring  hospital  treat- 
ment are  admitted  to  isolation  hospital  at  Cambridge,  Peter- 
borough or  Ely. 

General  Hospital  Services  are  provided  by  the  County 
Hospital,  Huntingdon,  and  Addenbrookes  Hospital,  Cambridge. 

Maternity  Cases  are  admitted  to  Primrose  Lane  Maternity 
Unit,  Huntingdon,  or  Mill  Road  Alaternity  Hospital,  Cambridge. 

Clinics  run  by  the  Family  Planning  Association  are  held  at 
the  Health  Clinic,  Nursery  Road,  Huntingdon,  every  Wednesday 
evening  7—8  p.m.  and  at  the  Health  Clinic,  Almond  Road,  St. 
Neots,  every  Tuesday  evening  7 — 8 p.m. 


10 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1966 


Housing 


(1)  Availability. 

^ The  total  number  of  Council  dwellings  at  31st  December, 
1966,  was  2,199,  which  represents  47.6%  of  the  habitable  dwellings 
in  the  Borough,  A further  303  dwellings  were  completed  on  the 
Town  Expansion  Estate  bringing  the  total  on  this  Estate  to  1,387. 
No  other  Council  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year,  but 
work  commenced  on  a small  scheme  to  convert  a ground  floor 
flat  into  three  flatlets.  Proposals  for  old  persons’  dwellings  and 
a wardens’  service  unit  progressed  very  slowly.  83  private  dwellings 
were  completed. 


(2)  Rehousing. 

Families  rehoused  during  the  year  : — 

G.L.C.  Nominated  ...  ...  ...  ...  261 

Local  list  applicants  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Keyworkers  (i.e.  service  industry  mainly)  ...  6 

(3)  Demand. 


The  local  list  of  housing  applicants  was  renewed 
of  the  year  : — 

Applicants  invited  to  renew  applications  ... 
Renewed  applications  received 

The  134  applications  were  as  follows  : — 

Servicemen  

Engaged  Couples  

Suitable  for  bungalows  or  small  flats 


at  the  end 

210 

134 


12 

11 

43 


Applications  for  Council  Dwellings  are  accepted  from  appli- 
cants falling  within  the  following  categories  : — 


1 . Local  residents. 

2.  Persons  working  in  the  Borough. 

3.  Ex-citizens  of  the  Borough. 

4.  Servicemen  who  intend  to  settle  in  the  Borough. 

5.  Engaged  couples  if  either  party  is  a local  resident. 

Persons  resident  in  property  included  in  a confirmed  Clear- 
ance Area  or  on  which  either  a Demolition  or  Closing  Order  has 
been  made  are  offered  rehousing  irrespective  of  whether  or  not 
they  have  made  formal  application.  There  is  at  present  a demand 
for  and  and  an  acute  lack  of  vacant  economic  units  in  the  older 
residential  areas  of  the  town.  This  demand  can  be  met  to  a great 
extent  by  the  provision  of  one  or  more  schemes  of  flatlets  with 
warden  service. 
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Trend  of  Town  Expansion  Housing 

Summary  of  Town  Expansion  Housing 
March,  1961  — 31st  October,  1966 


CO 

O) 


c/j  0 

<D  c 

CD  b 

sS 

££ 
o 


3 >5 

OSs 

HS  3 

05-0 


3 

■4-J 

O 

H 

3 

> 

•r-H 

w 

OT 

3 

G 

00 

o 

G 

G 


w 

3 

O 

X3 

00 

G 

G 

G 

O 

3 

. 

3 

►4 

Xi 

CO 

a 

3 

C 

0 

O 

X 

O 

G 

w 

•r-H 

+-» 

G 

T3 

rcS 

3 

C 

-M 

A 

3 

G 

3 

4-> 

£ 

G 

00 

3 

3 

+-> 

3 

O 

3 

H 

PQ 

PS 

3 

g 

3 

x: 

£ 

3 

IA 

3 

T3 

O) 

> 

o 

% 


c 

£ 

o 

G 

c 

3 


3 

O 

rQ 

3 

3 

Si 

3 

JG 

$ 


w 


(A 

3 

O 

G 


C g 

SrS 


H £ 


aoj 
3 >> 


Q. ' 

3 ' 

OX)  00 
3 C.g 
OG  G 

o-j  3 

»— I 4J  TJ 


03 

4-> 

o 

H 

3 

> 

•h 

CO 

CO 

<v 

OiD 

O 

u 

Ph 


CO 

C 

O 

’•C 

03 

a 

•r— 1 

£ 

G 

3 

H 


1961 

...  148 

148 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

6 

— 

1962 

...  59 

207 

3 

7 

3 

3 

1 

— 

— 

6 

— 

1963 

...  183 

390 

1 

6 

3 

2 

1 

— 

39 

45 

— 

1964 

...  295 

685 

5 

28 

9 

8 

8 

3 

50 

95 

6 

1965 

...  200 

885 

5 

34 

10 

12 

7 

5 

68 

163 

11 

1966 

...  254 

1139 

30 

39 

9 

7 

7 

16 

38 

201 

6 

Total 

— 

1139 

44 

114 

34 

32 

24 

24 

— 

201 

23 

NOTES  : — 


1.  Four  of  the  families  that  returned  to  London  via  Mutual  Exchanges 
have  since  returned  to  Huntingdon. 

2.  Not  all  the  Mutual  Exchanges  have  been  back  to  the  London  area. 

3.  During  the  current  year  the  Council  have  taken  firmer  action  with 
rent  defaulters  and  8 of  the  terminations  can  be  attributed  direct 
to  this  action. 

4.  During  the  current  year  4 families  are  known  to  have  emigrated  and 
several  others  in  the  “whereabouts  unknown”  column  are  also 
believed  to  have  emigrated. 

5.  A few  applicants  for  Mutual  Exchanges  have  made  it  quite  clear  in 
conversation  with  me  that  they  took  a house  under  the  Town 
Expansion  Scheme  with  the  purpose  in  mind  of  applying  for  a 
Mutual  Exchange  to  London.  This  appeared  as  their  shortest  route 
to  a Council  Dwelling  in  London. 

6.  There  is  little  apparent  difference  between  the  proportion  of  local 
list  tenancy  terminations  compared  with  the  terminations  of  Greater 
London  Council  nominated  tenants. 


Slum  Clearance 

During  the  year  two  Clearance  Areas  were  confirmed  follow- 
ing an  enquiry  by  the  Minister.  In  one  area  the  Minister’s 
Inspector  excluded  4 houses  from  the  Order.  The  second  area 
involving  12  houses  was  confirmed  and  the  rehousing  of  the 
occupiers  is  to  begin  within  six  months.  Informal  action  to  secure 
the  improvement  of  some  unfit  houses  was  taken  with  a view  to 
extending  their  life. 

Number  of  Families  rehoused  from  unfit  property  ...  13 

Number  of  Persons  rehoused  from  unfit  property  ...  30 
Number  of  Unfit  Dwelling  Demolished  ...  ...  7 
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Improvement  Grants 


Discretionary 

Grants. 

No.  of 

Applications.  Dwellings. 
Applications  Received  ...  4 4 

Applications  Approved  ...  4 4 

Improvement  Grants  com- 
pleted during  1966  ...  1 1 


Standard 

Grants. 

Applications. 

1 

1 

5 


Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

Regular  inspections  of  two  properties  in  Multiple  Occupa- 
tion were  made  during  the  year,  but  it  was  not  necessary  to  serve 
any  formal  notices. 


Rent  Act  1957 

No  applications  for  certificate  of  dis-repair  were  received. 


Water  Supplies 

All  piped  supplies  are  provided  by  the  Nene  and  Ouse  Water 
Board.  All  dwelling  houses  are  supplied  direct  but  most  of  the 
caravans  rely  on  standpipes.  Two  dwellings  do  not  have  a Mains 
supply. 


Samples  were  taken  at  various  consumer  points  during  the 
year  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Cam- 
bridge for  Bacteriological  examination. 

Samples  Taken  Satisfactory  Results  Unsatisfactory 

74  63  11 


Where  unsatisfactory  results  are  received  the  samples  are 
repeated  and  all  results  are  forwarded  to  the  Engineer  of  the 
Nene  and  Ouse  Water  Board. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Negotiations  with  Consultant  Engineers  and  a local  Industri- 
alist continued  with  a view  to  an  extension  of  the  treatment  works. 
Seasonal  difficulties  were  experienced  but  no  serious  Public  Health 
problem  presented  itself. 

Night  soil  collection  continued  from  caravan  sites  on  a con- 
tract basis. 

Cesspits  are  emptied  by  St.  Ives  R.D.C.  The  Borough  Council 
having  agreed  during  the  year  to  accept  the  obligation  of  empty- 
ing and  cleansing  the  60  cesspits  now  within  the  Borough. 

The  need  for  Night  Soil  collections  has  been  considerably 
reduced  but  the  few  properties  and  caravans  involved  are  covered 
by  a contract  with  St.  Ives  R.D.C. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

A weekly  collection  of  household  refuse  is  made  to  all 
houses  in  the  district  and  disposed  of  at  the  Buckden  tip  in  the 
Huntingdon  Rural  District. 

The  practise  of  indiscriminate  dumping  of  unwanted  materials 
continues  and  will  continue  until  such  time  as  a proper  service  is 
made  available  for  the  removal  of  unwanted  materials. 

The  removal  of  Trade  refuse  from  food  premises  is  carried 
out  twice  a week  to  all  premises  within  the  Town  Centre.  A slight 
improvement  has  resulted  in  the  smaller  food  shops  but  larger 
establishments  require  a daily  collection.  The  lack  of  space  for 
the  storage  of  refuse  in  larger  establishments  makes  it  absolutely 
necessary  for  a daily  collection. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

The  usual  river  bathing  took  place  but  no  cases  of  disease 
were  reported.  The  increase  of  activities  on  the  river  continues 
with  more  visitors  fishing  and  cruising. 

Swimming  Baths 

The  Council’s  new  open-air  swimming  pool  was  opened  for 
the  first  time  in  May.  Samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the 
year  and  all  proved  to  be  satisfactory.  The  Godmanchester 
Primary  School  training  pool  was  also  in  regular  use  during  the 
year  and  samples  were  taken  at  various  times  during  its  use. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district. 

Pest  Control 

The  Council  employ  a full-time  operator  and  also  have  a 
member  of  the  Maintenance  Staff  who  has  attended  a course  on 
Rodent  Control  to  act  as  stand-by  during  the  absence  of  the 
full-time  operator. 

Infestations 

Five  cases  occurred  that  warranted  disinfestation. 

The  treatment  of  wasps  is  not  undertaken  by  the  Council  and 
advice  to  the  public  is  given  where  assistance  has  been  sought. 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  I960 

The  following  sites  were  licensed  at  the  end  of  1966  : — 

1.  Anchor  Cottage — 6 permanent  and  4 holiday  caravans. 

2.  Deep  Meadow — 22  caravans. 

3.  Orchard  Caravan  Site — 12  caravans. 

During  the  year  two  unlicensed  sites  were  cleared  of  all 
caravans.  The  Orchard  Caravan  Site  does  not  comply  with  the 
licensing  conditions  and  the  owner  has  agreed  to  run  down  the 
site.  In  addition  there  are  several  individual  caravan  sites  licensed. 
Excluding  caravans  on  exempted  sites  there  were  53  caravans  on 
licensed  sites  at  31st  December,  1966. 
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Clean  Air  Act 

There  were  two  new  applications  for  prior  approval.  It  can 
still  be  assumed  that  some  installations  have  been  made  without 
application  for  prior  approval. 

The  Council  continue  to  equip  all  new  council  houses  with 
appliances  capable  of  burning  smokeless  fuel.  The  Council  should 
consider  making  Smoke  Control  Areas  of  the  new  areas  of 
development. 

Agricultural  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

There  are  within  the  Borough  43  occupiers  of  land  exceeding 
one  acre  used  for  agricultural  purposes.  Farms  have  been  visited 
for  some  other  purpose  but  no  inspections  have  been  carried  out 
specifically  under  this  Act. 

Licensing  Act,  1961 

Several  inspections  were  carried  out  and  the  premises  found 
to  be  satisfactory.  No  new  premises  were  referred  to  the  depart- 
ment. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Two  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  pets.  No  matters 
have  arisen  to  cause  concern.  One  shop  has  carried  out  extensive 
alterations  and  improvements  to  the  property. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

Ice  cream  and  fried  fish  and  chip  mobile  tradesmen  were 
warned  on  occasions  for  the  use  of  chimes  and  bells  after  7.00 
p.m.  No  other  complaints  of  any  sort  were  received  by  the 
department. 

Mag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

One  application  for  registration  was  received  and  the  premises 

were  registered. 

Shops  Act,  1950 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  this  Act  other  than  dealing 
with  enquiries. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 

Routine  visits  to  food  premises  were  carried  out  and  during 
the  year  it  was  not  necessary  to  report  any  occupiers  of  premises 
to  the  Council  for  any  action  to  be  taken. 

Factories  Act,  1961 

Several  routine  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year 
but  no  formal  action  was  necessary. 

There  were  no  out-workers  lists  submitted  during  this  year. 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

At  the  end  of  1966,  157  premises  were  registered  under  the 
Act.  For  information  see  seperate  report. 

Petroleum  Acts  and  Regulations 

43  premises  are  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  and  / 
or  petroleum  mixtures  and  1 for  calcium  carbide.  All  premises 
have  been  visited. 
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INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 


(a)  Ice  Cream 

There  are  no  ice  cream  manufacturers  in  the  town.  Two  new 
premises  were  registered  for  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  making 
a total  of  34  premises.  Numerous  travelling  salesmen  sell  ice 
cream  and  regular  inspections  have  been  made  of  vehicles.  28 
samples  were  purchased  and  tested  under  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat 
Treatment)  Regulations.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory  service 
gave  the  following  results  : — 


Grade  1. 

18 

64% 

Grade  2. 

7 

25% 

Grade  3. 

2 

8% 

Grade  4. 

1 

3% 

Where  results  were  below  Grade  2 the  situation  was  in- 
vestigated and  further  samples  taken. 

(b)  Slaughter  Houses 

There  are  no  slaughter  houses  operating  in  the  Borough. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  for  butchers  to  slaughter  at  St. 
Ives  Abattoir. 

(c)  Bakehouses 

There  are  two  bakehouses  operating.  The  majority  of  bread 
consumed  is  prepared  outside  the  district.  Plans  have  been  sub- 
mitted for  the  alteration  and  improvement  of  one  of  the  bake- 
houses in  the  district. 

(d)  Food  Premises 

In  addition  to  the  usual  shops,  supermarkets,  hotels, 
restaurants  and  canteens,  there  is  a large  factory  processing  dried 
vegetables  and  a smaller  factory  preparing  meat  pies  and  other 
cooked  and  raw  meat  products. 

(e)  Food  Inspection 

Two  complaints  were  investigated  which  members  of  the 
public  had  purchased.  These  included  : — 

(a)  Decomposing  liver  sausage. 

(b)  Mouldy  chicken  pie. 

(f)  Unfit  Foods 


Cooked  Meat  and  Meat  Products 

...  1 cwt. 

23  lbs. 

Canned  Meats  

...  1 cwt. 

15  lbs. 

Fish 

A 1J1J.  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

...  4 cwt. 

101  lbs. 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  ... 

...  8 cwt. 

54  lbs. 

Others 

...  1 cwt. 

86  lbs. 

Frozen  Food  to  the  value  of  £390 

13s.  6d. 

All  of  this  food  was  offered  for  voluntary  surrender  by  the 
shop  keeper. 


16 


GENERAL 

This  has  been  a comparatively  progressive  year  without  any 
undue  problems  although  the  normal  day  to  day  snags  have  been 
met  and  overcome.  Emphasis  have  been  placed  upon  the  follow- 
ing : — 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act;  Housing  Con- 
ditions, including  improvement.  Clearance  and  Caravans,  Food 
Hygiene,  where  efforts  to  secure  higher  standards  have  included 
talks  to  Schools. 

C.  W.  PARCELL, 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 

Bakehouses 12 

Butchers’  Shops  83 

Cafes  96 

Factories  19 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Food  Inspections  165 

Fried  Fish  Shops  12 

Ice  Cream  Samples 28 

Diseases  4 

Making  up  Premises  36 

Market  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Mobile  Shops  5 

Caravan  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment  ...  ...  ...  3 

Licensed  Premises 4 

Housing  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

Petroleum  Act  46 

Improvement  Grant  43 

Complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Reinspections  76 

O.S.R.  269 

Water  Samples  74 

Pet  Animals  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Miscellaneous  104 

(c)  Factories  Act,  1961 

No.  on  Inspec-  Prose- 

Register  tions  Notices  cutions 

(i)  Factories  in  which  section  12  3 
4 & 6 are  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  ...  ...  ...  3 3 Nil  Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 

in  which  section  7 is  enforced 

by  the  Local  Authority  ...  72  19  Nil  Nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  section 
7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  10  10  Nil  Nil 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  Found  Remedied 
Section  7,  Sanitary  conveniences  in- 
sufficient ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil  Nil 

(d)  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

(See  Attached  Table) 
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(e)  Prevention  of  Damage  of  Pests  Act,  1949 

Number  of  properties  inspected  as  a result  of 

notification  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  124 

Number  of  properties  inspected  by  survey  under 
the  Act  697 

Number  of  properties  inspected  primarily  for 

other  purposes  (approx.)  ...  ...  ...  1255 

Number  of  properties  inspected  infested  with 

rats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  227 

Number  of  properties  inspected  infested  with 

mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Number  of  properties  treated  by  Local 
Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  270 

Sewer  Treatment — Manholes  tested  65 

Manholes  treated 30 


* * * * 


Table  D 

Exemptions : Part  i Space  = Nil 

Part  ii  Temperature  = Nil 

Part  iii  Sanitary  Conveniences  = Nil 

Part  vi  Washing  Facilities  = Nil 

Table  E 

Prosecutions  Nil 

Table  F 

No.  of  inspectors  appointed  under  section  52  (1) 
of  the  Act  = 2 

O.S.R.  11 

Statistics  of  Accidents  reported  to  enforcing  Authority  : — 
1st  Quarter  — 1 

2nd  Quarter  — 1 

3rd  Quarter  — Nil 
4th  Quarter  — Nil 
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